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Georgia Commissioner of Agricul-

ture, Gary Black, will be the guest 

speaker at the spring commencement 

ceremony at ABAC on May 4 at 6 p.m. in 

Gressette Gym on the ABAC campus.  

 Black began his career with the 

Georgia Farm Bureau where he headed 

the young farmer leadership develop-

ment program.  He served 21 years as 

president of the Georgia Agribusiness 

Council, a chamber -type organization 

representing all aspects of Georgiaõs 

food and fiber industry.  

During his career, Black helped to 

establish AgriTrust of Georgia, a benefi-

cial workersõ compensation insurance 

program for farmers and agricultural 

businesses. He has defended consistent 

policies throughout Georgia extending 

from private property 

rights to food safety, and 

from lower taxes to sci-

ence-based environmen-

tal stewardship.  

Black is an active sup-

porter of agricultural pro-

grams that increase op-

portunities for young 

people. He serves in ad-

visory capacities for 4 -H 

and FFA. As a student, 

Black served as Georgia 

State FFA President in 

1975-76. 

Black earned a degree 

in Agricultural Education from the Uni-

versity of Georgia College of Agricul-

tural and Environmental Sciences in 

 Black Speaking at ABAC Commencement on May 4  

Tifton/Tift County Chamber of Commerce  

ABAC hosted the Tifton-Tift Co. Chamber of Commerceôs April mem-
bership meeting Thursday under the awning at Donaldson Dining Hall. 
Members enjoyed a great lunch and musical performances from 
George Scott Day while ABAC President David Bridges gave an 
ABAC update. 

Fillies Win 19th Consecutive State Championship 
The ABAC Fillies battled Saturday to win the 2012 GCAA State 
Tennis Championship at the Red Hill Tennis Center. Chanel Cun-
ningham, Karen Ching, Carli Hester, and Julia Saunders were All-
Region in singles and Nikki Hall and Olivia Robbins were All-Region 
at #3 doubles. Hall and Robbins won the clinching match Saturday. 
ABAC's Chanel Cunningham was MVP and Alan Kramer was 
Coach of the Year. The Fillies will now prepare to travel to Tyler, 

Texas for the National Championship May 5-10.  

1980 and is a past presi-

dent of the collegeõs 

alumni society. He and his 

wife, Lydia, have two 

grown children, Ward 

and Caroline. Caroline 

was a student at ABAC 

2007-2009. 

The ABAC commence-

ment ceremony will in-

clude the presentation of 

the prestigious George P. 

Donaldson award to the 

top graduate who partici-

pates in the event by 

ABAC Alumni Association 

Vice President Keith Rucker.  

Approximately 260 students are ex-

pected to receive diplomas.  



Ten of ABACõs ASSETS 

scholars and four faculty 

members attended the 73rd 

annual Association for 

Southeastern Biologist 

(ASB) meeting April 4 -7 in 

Athens, Ga. The ASSETS 

(Achievement through Stu-

dent Support and Experien-

tial Training in Science) 

Scholars program is a pro-

ject of the ABAC School of 

Science and Mathematics, 

which is funded through a 

grant from the National Sci-

ence Foundation. ABAC 

awards 10 freshman schol-

arships per year, with amounts up to 

$6,000, to 

promising sci-

ence, technolo-

gy, engineer-

ing and math 

students.  

The ASB, who 

hosted the 

event, was 

founded in 

1937 and is the 

premier re-

gional biologi-

cal association.  

Its purpose is 

to promote the 

advancement 

of biology as a science by encouraging 

PTK Omega Delta Chapter Advisors Dr. Hans Schmeisser (first row, far left) and 
Ms. Kim Talley (third row, far right) with the new PTK inductees after the induc-
tion ceremony at Driggers Chapel on March 23.  

The Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society (PTK) 

recently inducted 80 new members into its 

Omega Delta Chapter at ABAC.  

Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor so-

ciety for two -year colleges, accepts members 

through invitation only. To be invited, students 

must have accumulated at least 15 hours of aca-

demic work and maintained at least a 3.5 grade 

point average on a 4.0 scale. Invitations are 

extended to qualified ABAC students at the 

beginning of every semester.  

As PTK members, students have access to 

more than $37 million in scholarships and op-

portunities for individual growth and develop-

ment through participation in honors, leader-

ship, service and fellowship programming at 

local, national and international levels.  

 

ABAC Phi Theta Kappa Chapter Inducts 80 New Members  

research, the imparting of knowledge, 

the application of knowledge to the so-

lution of biological problems, and the 

preservation of biological resources.   

The ASB Annual Meeting is a two-day 

whirlwind of scientific presentations 

and posters on all aspects of biology 

from agronomy to zoology ð and every-

thing in between.  Participants include 

not only graduate students and faculty, 

but also undergraduates, people in in-

dustry and òfriends of biology.ó Andrew 

Morris presented a posted entitled 

òEfficient mapping of asgr-carrier chro-

mosome transcripts in F1s using capsó 

co-authored by Peggy Ozias -Akins of 

UGA-Tifton.  The 2013 meeting will be 

in Charleston, West Virginia.  

Andrew Morris (center) presented a 
poster entitled ñEfficient mapping of  
asgr-carrier chromosome transcripts in 
F1s using capsò at the two-day meeting. 

The SGA Student Leadership Banquet is Wednesday at the     
museum. Dean Hughes needs faculty and staff volunteers to 
serve. Arrive at 5 p.m. to eat and serving begins at 6 p.m.      
Contact Hughes, at bhughes@abac.edu, if you are interested. 

ASSETS Attend Association of Southeastern Biologist Meeting  

Stallion Upset Leads to State Championship Win 
The #7 nationally ranked ABAC Men's tennis team defeated #3 ranked 
Georgia Perimeter College (GPC) 5-4 after a 6 hour match at the Red 
Hill Tennis Center Saturday to claim the 2012 GCAA State Tennis 
Championship. The State title came down to the #3 doubles match 
over GPC, ABAC had an exciting 6-0,3-6, 7-6(7-4) win. Coach Alan 
Kramer was named Coach of the Year. Hernan Hatem, Trutz Hennsen, 
Taylor Hardy and Danilo Faria are All-Region at their singles flights and 
Tim Kueckelhaus and Ricky Symanski were All-Region at their #3 dou-
bles flight. ABAC(7-7) will now prepare for the Men's National Tennis 
tournament which will be held in Dallas, Texas May 12-18.  



Upcoming Campus Events  
Sophomore Music Recital Tuesday in Chapel 7 p.m.  

Spring Student Recitals Wednesday and Thursday in  

     Chapel 4 p.m.  

Student Leadership Banquet Wednesday at Museum   

    Tifton Campus Conference Center  

Tifton/Tift Co. Relay for Life Friday at EB Hamilton  

Late Night Pancake Breakfast April 30  

     Donaldson Dining Hall  

Graduation  May 4  Gressette Gymnasium  

Autism Awareness 

Event Wednesday  

April is Autism Awareness Month 

and the Student Devel-

opment Center will be 

hosting an Autism 

Lunch and Learn Semi-

nar on Wednesday in 

Bowen 100 at noon.  

Come enjoy free 

food and hear Dr. Toi 

Curry present the latest 

developments in the 

condition including 

early signs, symptoms, 

and treatments of autism. Everyone is 

invited to attend.  

Expanding the Teaching Horizon: 
What to Do and What to Expect from 
Study Abroad Programs  
by: Dr. Brian Ray 
 

Today from 4-5 p.m. in Carlton 202 

Tifton-Tift Co.  
Relay for Life 

 

Friday at  
EB Hamilton 

 

Contact Donna Webb at 
dwebb@abac.edu for more 

information! 

Farrar and Robinson Graduate From Leadership 
Dr. John Farrar (left), Associate Professor of Chemistry and Science Department Head 
in the School of Science and Mathematics, and Dr. Bobbie Robinson, Dean of the 
School of Liberal Arts, graduated from the University System of Georgia Executive 
Leadership Institute Friday. This institute addresses the need for succession planning 
by identifying and developing high potential employees to equip them to become the 
next generation of exemplary leaders. This is the third year that ABAC and its faculty 
and administrators have participated in the ELI, which runs from September to April.  
Dr. Billy Reynolds, Javier Gonzalez, and Dr. Darby Sewell are also ELI graduates. 

ABAC Golf Team Wins Region Title 
 

ABAC golfers battled wind, rain and Andrew College for the right 
to be called Region Champions. ABAC posted a total score 930 
over the three days beating Andrew College by more than 30 
strokes. Top scorers for ABAC included Jared Davis 73, 75, 77 
and Billy Edwards 75, 77, 78. Davis Edwards was also a strong 
contributor all three days. Captain Terry English and Marshall 
Matulia also made strong contributions. Coach Herb Hendrix was 
named Coach of The Year. The team will travel to Swan Lake 
Resort in Plymouth, Indiana on May 20-25 to compete in the 
national tournament. 

Curry 


