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Senapati/Eng2111 Researched literary essay/Fall 2008
“Certainly the whole of the story is not written here, but it is suggested and the attribute of all true art, the highest and the lowest is this – that it says more than it say and takes you away from itself.  It is a little door that opens into an infinite hall where you may find what you please.” Olive Schreiner in The Story of an African Farm
Write an essay in which you discuss one or more elements of literature such as theme, character, motif, symbol or compare and contrast similar themes and characters addressed by different writers from different cultures and time periods.  Figure conclusions and inferences you can make from these comparisons and observations.  These conclusions will form the content of your thesis that you will prove in your essay.  Support your claim or thesis using primary (text/literature) and secondary (criticism and interpretation) sources.
Some common themes of literature: Coming of age; the healing power of imagination; journey from ignorance to enlightenment;  violence as an option to solve problems even amongst good people; the fundamental difference between children and adults; demonization of concepts, principles, people different than us, etc
Note: The questions   that will be provided are meant to trigger ideas for you research topic.  Don’t treat them as merely questions to be answered without thematic control, unity or order in your essay.   Remember, you are writing an essay on literature and hence your research essay should have all the features of an essay. You are required to do background and secondary readings to both collect ideas and generate new ideas.  The hardest task in writing a research essay is synthesizing, ordering and unifying the information and ideas you gather and generate.   Be absolutely sure that you cite (through parenthetical citation) and documentation all borrowings in your essay using the MLA style of documentation and citation.   
Reminders:

Avoid writing a paper that simply paraphrases the plot of the novel.

Avoid writing a paper that merely praises its author for a job well done.

Avoid extremely impressionistic judgments and statements that start with:  “I fee that Mark Twain is a great comic writer.”  Such statements are sheer opinion.  Although you are interpreting the work you are not merely giving your opinions but  drawing logical conclusions  from the textual evidence provided in the novel and proving your conclusive ideas  through support and proof from both primary (the novel itself) and secondary (interpretations/ criticisms of the text)

Example of writing about one element (character analysis) of literature.
Character in literature is the author’s creation, through the medium of words, of a person who thinks, expresses his/her thoughts and ideas, relates to and with people  and has certain attitudes that are appropriate and consistent with his/her  personality.

Your may write a character analysis of  any one protagonist in any of the pieces of literature we have studies so for   by tracing their growth and development or decline as moral human agents.  As you write your analyses focus on key events that test your character’s moral conscience.

When you write a character analysis of a fictional person you pay attention to all the details about that character given by the narrator, the character himself /herself and other characters in the novel.  You look at what the character says, what language s/he uses, what others say about him/her, what s/he says about others, what s/he does, how s/he acts and the like.  Basically you are describing the person and discussing his/ her strengths and weaknesses, including his/her propensity for growth or decline as a moral agent and explaining what causes the changes in his/her character and what steps s/he takes to bring about changes in his/her life and community    You will gather all information about your character, draw inferences from this information and then prove your inferred claim in the essay.  

Prewriting - An important step novice writer ignore
I Gathering ideas:
A) Collect all materials (descriptions, conversations, incidents, actions, - everything about your characters with page numbers you can refer to and reread) on paper. – This is your prewriting. ( sheet given as you were reading and annotating the  novel)

B) After highlighting  carefully chosen specific listings (at least 10) gathered from GIL and Galileo, select five you will read and gather information from

C) Take notes, photocopy and paraphrase relevant sections, making sure you keep meticulous records of all sources and borrowings. 

II Generating Ideas:

 From these material draw conclusions about your chosen characters – this will be your preliminary thesis. 

When you write (i) use the present tense which is required when you discuss or write about literature and the arts. 

Example:  Jem tortures (not tortured) Boo Radley.   

(ii) Use the primary text which is the novel itself to illustrate your thesis and prove your points by using both direct and indirect quotes from the text and correctly acknowledging all borrowings using the MLA style of citation and documentation 

(iii) Consult at least 5 secondary sources in writing your essay. (You will of course consult more sources than the four that will show up on your Works Cited List)

(iv) Mention the author of the novel at least one time in the introduction to indicate that you are discussing fictional characters.    The first sentence of you essay could start as follows:

Harper Lee in To Kill a Mocking Bird discusses race relations, rites of passage into adulthood, and the importance of developing a moral conscience that people can live by in their day to day lives.

(v) Paraphrase what the critics say about  your character and remember to open you sentence by mentioning the critic’s full name, but directly quote short phrases from the novel itself. Only one block direct quote is allowed; however you are allowed to directly quote short phrases that have to be synthesized into your own sentences in the essay.
(vi) Use the documentation and citation revision checklist to meticulously revise your essay before bringing your draft for peer critique.  
Drafting

Introduction:  You should have a clearly stated central statement that gives thematic control to the character you are analyzing.  Your central idea will be whatever general statements you make about your character and how the character is a product of his/her environment or is unique in the way he she refuses to be shaped by his/her environment.
Body paragraphs:  You illustrate and prove your central idea in your body paragraphs by citing conversations, descriptions, incidents, etc from the novel.  Some possible methods of organization are as follows:

1. Organizing around central characteristics (character traits) such as kindness, gentleness, generosity, firmness, melancholy, doubtfulness, degrees of goodness or evilness, etc. 

2. Organizing around central incidents that reveal primary characteristics.  Certain incidents will stand out in the story and you may use three or four of these incidents to illuminate the two characters.  In this pattern of organization you regard the incidents only as they bring out hidden traits of the character.  You will have to show how the incidents bring out the traits and also how they explain other things the character might do.

Conclusion:  Your conclusion should contain your statements about how the characteristics you have revealed about your chosen character are related to the novel as a whole.  The question to consider and answer in your conclusions is:

Does your character analysis help the reader have a better understanding of the character and human beings in general?

Minimum of 4 sources have to be read and incorporated into the essay: One from primary source, one from book article, one from a scholarly journal, one magazine or newspaper one internet.
Research essay cannot be a cut and paste job, your ideas and input is required and must have a Works Cited page that will be numbered as the last page of the essay and should follow the MLA style of citation and documentation.
In addition you will include a) bibliography; b) photocopies of your secondary sources with relevant material included in your research essay highlighted c) used and checked documentation and citation checklist and d) turnitin receipt with ID
You will turn in the final draft including the Works Cited list page of the essay to turnitin that checks for plagiarism.  Instructions for this will be provided.

Possible general topics

1) Writers are often considered the conscience of the world.  Using literature (discuss at least 2 texts) you have read this semester discuss the validity of the statement.

2) “Art is a lie that reveals profound truths” Using (include at least 2 texts) literature you have studied this term discuss the validity of the statement.

3) Compare and contrast two characters from two different pieces of literature that face the same problems or find themselves in similar circumstances or are on a quest of self discovery. 
Look at questions on each of the primary literature we will read during the semester.

