Overview of Windows Vista environment
Windows Vista is our operating system – 
· Helps computer perform certain tasks

· set of computer instructions that controls the allocation of computer hardware and provides the capability for you to communicate with the computer

· Windows is the OS, Vista is the version name
Type of interface??? 
What is a user interface??? 
Other interfaces – command line (example, DOS) and menu driven

Command line interface – i.e. DOS or like the command prompt shown to you- move thru the system by knowing the commands and typing them at the command line

Menu driven interface – based on organized menus

Windows Environment-

Desktop- 

Icon- 

Pointer- 

Screen tips- 

Start button – 

Taskbar- 

Notification area- 
Date/Time

Computer  icon 
Basic Window makeup-

· Title bar 

· Minimize, maximize/restore, and close buttons

· Command bar

· Navigation Pane – 

· Content Pane – 

· Details Pane – 
Files

· System is organized based on storage drives that are installed. Each takes on a letter of the alphabet

· C is the hard drive (root directory) … CD then becomes the D drive… jump drives become E or F…

· C is the starting point of the file system – everything branches off of it into FOLDERS (directories)

· You store your files in FOLDERS

· You organize similar files into folders (group like items together)

· You find your files by following the file path (address bar of My Computer)

File naming

· Be consistent

· Do not use special character (*&^%$#)

· Can be up to 255 characters

· Use _ instead of spaces (class_notes.doc)

· File extension – last 3-4 digits of the file name, after the period – tells you the type of file or the software that created it
