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Course Syllabus

Course Name: BUSINESS SEMINAR
Course Number: BUSA 1101 – Session A - CRN 30199 (MW 1:00)  
Course Description: This course will focus awareness and exploration of business with special emphasis being placed on select problems that we all encounter as aspects of our economics system.
Pre-requisites/Co-requisites: None.
Course Learning Outcomes:

Course Philosophy: Although the subject of economics & business appears complicated, it is actually an essential element of our everyday lives.  Today, we live in a society guided by economic choices and decisions.  An understanding of the history and application of economics will permit us to understand and appreciate our heritage as well as allow us to evaluate the decisions we make.  This course is designed to increase the student's general knowledge of the effects of economic decisions while arousing a genuine interest and concern for economics in the years ahead.

General Course Objectives: As a result of this course, the student should be able to do the following:

1.
To provide an overview of the way our individualistic, largely private enterprise economic system works.

2.
To illuminate the serious economic problems faced by our system and to arouse an interest in these problems that will remain with the student after he/she leaves college.

3.
To help the student develop "clear thinking" by providing him/her with fundamental economic history, concepts, and principles.

4.
To help the student demonstrate applied knowledge of the basic principles of business necessary for decision making in a world governed by choice.

General Education Outcomes:

Communications: Oral and written communication will be characterized by clarity, critical analysis, logic, coherence, persuasion, precision, and rhetorical awareness.
Competence within the context of collegiate general education is defined by the following outcomes: 

· Ability to assimilate, analyze, and present in oral and written forms, a body of information; 

· Ability to analyze arguments;

· Ability to adapt communication to circumstances and audience;

· Ability to consider and accommodate opposing points of view;

· Ability to interpret content of written materials on related topics from various disciplines;

· Ability to communicate in various modes and media, including the proper use of appropriate technology;

· Ability to produce communication that is stylistically appropriate and mature;

· Ability to communicate in standard English for academic and professional contexts;

· Ability to interpret inferences and develop subtleties of symbolic and indirect discourse;

· Ability to sustain a consistent purpose and point of view;

· Ability to compose effective written materials for various academic and professional contexts.

Quantitative Reasoning and Mathematics: quantitative reasoning and mathematics will be characterized by logic, critical evaluation, analysis, synthesis generalization, modeling, and verbal, numeric, graphical, and symbolic problem solving.
Competence within the context of collegiate general education objectives is defined by the following outcomes:

· Ability to model situations from a variety of settings in generalized mathematical forms;

· Ability to express and manipulate mathematical information, concepts, and thoughts in verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic form while solving a variety of problems; 

· Ability to solve multiple-step problems through different (inductive, deductive and symbolic) modes of reasoning;

· Ability to properly use appropriate technology in the evaluation, analysis, and synthesis of information in problem-solving situations;

· Ability to shift among the verbal, numeric, graphical and symbolic modes of considering relationships;

· Ability to extract quantitative data from a given situation, translate the data into information in various modes, evaluate the information, abstract essential information, make logical deductions, and arrive at reasonable conclusions; 

· Ability to employ quantitative reasoning appropriately while applying scientific methodology to explore nature and the universe;

· Ability to discern the impact of quantitative reasoning and mathematics on the sciences, society, and one's personal life.

Cultural and Social Perspectives: Cultural and social perspective will be characterized by cultural awareness and an understanding of the complexity and dynamic nature of social/political/economic systems; human and institutional behavior, values, and belief systems; historical and spatial relationship; and, flexibility, open-mindedness, and tolerance.
Competence within the context of collegiate general education objectives is defined by the following outcomes:

· Ability to relate local, national, and global social policy;

· Ability to describe how historical, economic, political, social, and spatial relationships develop, persist, and change;

· Ability to articulate the complexity of human behavior as functions of the commonality and diversity within groups;

· Ability to appreciate and respect diversity among people and recognize the roles various peoples played in their culture;

· Ability to identify and analyze both contemporary and historical perspectives on contemporary issues;

· Ability to relate the contributions of groups and individuals to the history of ideas and belief systems;

· Ability to critically analyze one's own culture.

Scientific Reasoning: Scientific reasoning will be characterized by understanding and applying scientific method, laboratory techniques, mathematical principles, and experimental design to natural phenomena.
Competence within the context of collegiate general education objectives is defined by the following outcomes:

· Ability to understand basic scientific principles, theories, laws as they apply to all scientific disciplines;

· Ability to demonstrate knowledge in at least one area of science;

· Ability to discern the role in and impact on science on society;

· Ability to identify and properly use appropriate technologies for scientific inquiry and communication including collecting and analyzing scientific data;

· Ability to understand the physical universe and science's relationship to it;

· Ability to understand the changing nature of science;

· Ability to understand the scope and limits on the appropriateness of scientific inquiry to physical phenomena;

· Ability to demonstrate critical observation and analysis;

· Ability to apply mathematical principles to scientific inquiry, including the use of statistics and formulae to understand quantitative data.

Aesthetic Perspective: Aesthetic perspective will be characterized by critical appreciation of and ability to make informed aesthetic judgments about the arts of various cultures as media for human expression:
Competence within the context of collegiate general education is defined by the following outcomes:

· Ability to make informed judgments about art forms from various cultures including one's own culture;

· Ability to recognize the fine, literary, and performing arts as expressions of human experience;
· Ability to discern the impact and role of artistic and literary achievement in society and one's personal life.
College Policy on Class Attendance: http://www.abac.edu/catalog/2009_2010/AcademicPolicy.pdf
College Policy on Academic Dishonesty: http://www.abac.edu/catalog/2009_2010/AcademicPolicy.pdf
If there is a student in this class who has specific needs because of learning disabilities or any other disability, please feel free to contact the instructor.

INSTRUCTOR:

Linda R. Truman - ltruman@abac.edu
WEB SITE:

http://www.abac.edu/ltruman/
OFFICE:

113 Conger Hall - 229.391.4840

OFFICE HOURS:
MW
11am – 12pm; 2 – 3pm
TR
8:30am – 9:30am; 2 - 3pm
F
12 – 2pm

All other times by appointment.

Required Texts and Materials:

· The Economics of Public Issues, Sixteenth Edition, Roger Leroy Miller, Addison Wesley, 2010.

· Internet access and Stallions email account.

Working Papers: Working Papers are intended to relate what you are learning to things you hear and read in the news.  You will be assigned a topic to research based on a chapter in your course text, and you will then perform research related to this chapter. You are to use a minimum of two articles or web sites (other than your text) to help you develop and describe solutions to an economic issue. You will then write a Working Paper, applying what you have learned to evaluate and to analyze the topic.  On the day topics are due, you will be asked to make a brief oral presentation of your findings to the class.  This should last no longer than four minutes. Working Papers must be developed according to the guidelines specified on the class web page. Papers should not exceed three pages and are to include, at a minimum, the following information:
1. Identification of economic issues
2. Solutions to an issue
3. How your solution would be implemented
4. Costs associated with your solution
5. Benefits derived from your solution

Weekly Schedule: The following is a tentative schedule which is subject to modification at the discretion of the instructor.  Announcements made in class or on website are binding on all students whether you are in attendance or not.

	Week
	Date
	Topic

	1
	3/8
3/10
	Introduction to Course
Critical Thinking Discussion

	2
	3/15
3/17
	Spring Break

	3
	3/22
3/24
	Critical Thinking Assignment - Working Paper #1 Due
Part 1 Intro & Ch1

	4
	3/29
3/31
	Topic 2
Topic 3

	**5**
	4/5
4/7
	Topic 3 – Working Paper #2
Topic 4

	6
	4/12
4/14
	Topic 5
Topic 6

	7
	4/19
4/21
	Topic 7 

Topic 8 – Working Paper #3

	8
	4/26
4/28
	Topic 9
Last Day of Class - Final Exam (Working Paper #4) Due


**** Note: Wednesday, April 7, 2010 is the last day to drop a Session course without academic penalty.
Grading Policy: Grades will be based as follows:

Class Participation

 

 15 points
Working Paper #1



 15
Working Paper #2



 20

Working Paper #3



 20

Final Examination 



 30 

Total Possible Points 
100 points

The grade is determined by totaling all points received by the student and then dividing that total by the total points possible.  Final grade distributions will be as follows:


A
89.5 - 100 points
(90% or higher)

B
79.5 – 89.4

(80% or higher)


C
69.5 – 79.4

(70% or higher)


D
59.5 – 69.4

(60% or higher)


F
59.4 or less

(Less than 60%)
Participation & Attendance Policy: Participation is mandatory and graded. Students are expected to attend all scheduled classes.  There are few excusable instances where one cannot attend class. Absence from class for whatever reason does not excuse students from full responsibility for class work.
Attendance will be taken on a daily basis. Students with more than TWO absences for the scheduled class meetings will earn a one point deduction per absence from the Final Grade. You cannot earn participation points if you are not in attendance.
Absence on a day when a working paper is due will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment. There are no makeup assignments.

Students arriving late to class will earn a one point deduction per tardy from the grade on the Final Exam.
Assignment due dates and other important announcements made in class will be binding for all students, whether in attendance or not.
Working Papers: Working papers are considered an integral part of this course. Please note that unless otherwise specified all assignments are individual assignments, meaning that you are expected to do all the work by yourself and not in collaboration with others. All students are responsible for these assignments whether in attendance or not. All assignments must be turned in at the start of the class.  ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED LATE FOR ANY REASON.  
Cell Phones & ipods: Turn off all cell phones, PDAs, & ipods during class hours. Students should make themselves unavailable during class to outside calls or messages and refrain from any form of entertainment. Should student behavior become distracting in any way, a one point per instance deduction will be made to the Attendance & Participation Grade.
Academic Dishonesty: Students caught cheating on assignments will receive at the minimum, 0 points for the assignment.  
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