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Office Hours:  1:50 P. M. – 3:30 P.M. TUE/THUR



        12:00 – 1:00 P.M., & 3:20 – 4:30 P.M. MW
 
12:00 – 2:00 P.M. F or by an appointment.

Email:  jnjoroge@abac.edu
Course Website: http://www.abac.edu/social/jnjoroge/
Additional lecture outlines, notes, and chapter review materials are available on my website. Please download and print these notes.

Required Text: 

Steffen W. Schmidt, Mack C. Shelley, and Barbra A. Bardes.  American Government and Politics Today. 2007-2008 Edition.  (Wordsworth/Thomson Learning, Inc, 2007.)

Supplementary Text:

Paul Foote. Part-Time Politics: Constitutional Government in the State of   Georgia. 2007 Edition. (Wordsworth/Thomson Learning, Inc, 2007.)

Course Objectives:

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the structure, processes, and institutions of the US government.  It is designed to provide a basic understanding of the fundamental institutions and processes that constitute the American national politics. Topics to be examined include: Democracy, the Constitution, Federalism, Civil Liberties and Rights, Political Parties, Interest Groups, Voting and Elections, Public Opinion, Congress, the Presidency, the Judiciary, and the Bureaucracy. 

This course will help you develop an awareness of how the government impacts you, and how you impact the government as a citizen. By the end of the semester, you are expected to be able to understand the functioning of governmental institutions, and the processes that underlie democratic public policy making.

Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of POLS 1101, student will be able to:

1.  Identify the prominent political ideologies in United States politics and describe their respective beliefs, values and goals in written essay, multiple choice exams, and in class discussion.

2.  Explain to the instructor and other students in the class how the participants in the political arena put political ideas into action, and how these ideas affect them directly. 

3. Write an essay and discuss how advertising and the mass media influence political behavior in US politics.

4. Compare and contrast the powers of the US Congress, the Presidency and the Supreme Court.  Students will be able to describe in multiple choice & written essay exams the roles and positions of each of the three branches of government on major political issues of the day

5.  Describe and interrelate some of the basic ideas in American politics which appeared in the Federalist Papers and in the US Constitution. 

6. Analyze how leadership works and the role leadership takes in different areas of US politics. 

7. To explain and analyze state and local politics, with special emphasis put on understanding Georgia Constitution and politics.

Course evaluation: Students will be evaluated on the following basis:


Exam I – 20%  (100 X .20)

Exam II - 20% (100 X .20)

Exam III – 20% (100 X .20)
Final - 25%   (100 X .20)

Quizzes & Assignments – 5%  (100 X .05)

Attendance & Participation – 10% (100 X .10)
There will be in-Class and take home quizzes.

Grading Scale: A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C =70-79, D =60-69, F =0-59

*Student Responsibility and Attendance Policy: Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College expects students to attend all scheduled classes.  Therefore, class attendance is required, and it is the responsibility of each student to attend all class meetings on time and stay for the duration. If you come to class after the roll is taken, it is your responsibility to let the instructor know at the end of the class period so that you can be marked present. Professor will not entertain arguments as to whether you were in class or not at later times.
*I expect all students to complete the assigned readings on time, participate in class discussions, and take the examinations as scheduled. After THREE unexcused absences (for Tue/Thur class), and FOUR unexcused absences (for MWF class), you lose class attendance grade. ABAC has adopted a new attendance policy that requires students missing SIX (MWF) & FOUR (Tue/Thur) or more scheduled class meetings to be given a grade of “F” regardless of how they have performed in exams. Please see the attached official ABAC attendance policy. NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given unless the student informs the professor sufficiently ahead of time, and offers supporting evidence showing why it would not be possible to take the exam as scheduled. There will be no make up for missed quizzes. Absence from class for whatever reason does not excuse a student from full responsibility for class work or assignments missed.

*Cell Phones: Please ensure that you turn off all cell phones during class.
*Class Behavior: No talking during class session unless it is to contribute to class specific discussion. Show respect to the professor and to your fellow students. No use of tobacco products allowed in class, including sniffing, chewing, & smoking.
*If you should withdraw from the course before the drop deadline, or during the semester, please ensure that you drop the class officially. Failure to withdraw yourself from the course officially after you have quit attending will lead to an assignment of an “F” grade at the end of the semester.

*Students with disability who require individualized testing or other accommodations should identify themselves to the instructor and express their needs. 
 

*Academic Honesty: Any student found cheating, plagiarizing, or engaging in any other form of academic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate department for disciplinary action which might result to receiving a grade of “WF” for the course. (See on-line ABAC Catalog and Handbook)

Entry Level Standards: Reading and writing proficiency at the college level is required.

Tentative Course Schedule  

(I reserve the right to adjust this schedule as needed)

Topic Area:  Introduction and foundations of US Government (January 8 –February 5)

Chapter 1, Introduction and basic concepts.


-    Course Overview, Social Contract, John Locke, & Thomas Hobbes.

Chapter 2, The constitutional framework

Georgia Constitution Overview

January 15, 2007—NO CLASSES—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday!!

Chapter 3, The Federal System

Chapter 19, State and Local Government

FEBRUARY 5, 2007 – EXAM I

Topic Area: Struggle for equal rights (February 5 – March 5)

Chapter 4, Civil Liberties and Citizenship

Chapter 5, The Struggle For Equal Rights & Equal Protection

Chapter 13, The Presidency

MARCH 5, 2007--EXAM II!!

MID-TERM: Please note that March 1, 2007 is the deadline for dropping a class w/o academic penalty.

Topic Area: The Institutions (March 5-April 4)

Chapter 6, Public opinion & Ideology 

Chapter 12, The Congress

Chapter 15, The Judiciary

March 19-23, 2007—NO CLASSES—Spring Break!!!

Chapter 14, The Bureaucracy

APRIL 4, 2007--EXAM III!!

Topic Area: Diversity of Links to the US Government (April 4-April 30)

Chapter 16, Foreign Policy and National Security

Chapter 9, Political Parties

Chapter 8, The Media and Politics

Chapter 11, Voting Behavior and Elections

Topic Area: General Welfare and Public Policy (If time permits)

Chapter 7, Interest Groups

Chapter 17, Government and The Economy

LAST DAY OF CLASSES – APRIL 30, 2007
 Hurrah!!!!!!

FINAL EXAMINATION SCHEDULE:
11:00 – 11:50 MWF Class: Tuesday, May 1, 2007 
At 1:00 – 3:00 P.M.

2:00 – 3:15 (ViIP) MW Class: Thursday, May 3, 2007 at 3:30 – 5:30 P.M.
ON-LINE CLASS: Monday, APRIL 30, 2007 at 6:00 – 7:00 P.M.

Professor’s Note:  * *Please note that I am available during my office hours to answer any questions you may have about any aspects of the course, or about assignments. You can also send me an email or call me on telephone. If you cannot reach me, please leave a message in my answering machine (229-391-5087) or at the social science division office (229-391-5082) and I will call you back. You may also feel free to talk to me shortly following the class, or you can make an appointment. Please take advantage of these opportunities---------------.
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