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ABAC 1000 – FRESHMAN SEMINAR

SPRING SEMESTER -- 2008
Syllabus for ABAC 1000
Dr. Joseph G. Njoroge, Associate Professor of Political Science

Tel: 229-391-5087.  Bowen Hall, Room # 211.










Office Hours:  

Email:  jnjoroge@abac.edu
Course Websites:  http://www.abac.edu/WebCT/  and 

 http://www.abac.edu/social/jnjoroge/
Required Text:   Hamachek, ALICE L. (2007).

Coping With College: A Guide for Academic Success. 3rd  edition. Prentice Hall.

Course Description: 
This is a one hour course. The course is designed to provide orientation to the institution and to college living that will aid the student in transition to the college environment. 
Learning Objectives/Outcomes:

1. The student will demonstrate academic skills (e.g., note taking, textbook reading, listening, and exam preparation) by completing the webCT Vista exercise and quiz on academic skills.

2.  The student will demonstrate goal setting and time management skills by developing a schedule of major academic and personal activities and a plan for accomplishing the activities with minimal stress.
3.  The student will demonstrate an awareness of the library resources and available services by completing the self-guided tour.
4.  The student will: 1) send email to professor, 2) enter primary e-mail address in banner Web, 3) become familiar with basic WebCT Vista tools, and 4) become familiar with the technology resources available to them at ABAC. 
5. The student will demonstrate the ability to identify and resolve concerns and issues including cultural diversity, conflict resolution, appropriate student behavior, civic responsibility and/or community involvement by completing assignments relative to these concerns and issues.
6.  The student will demonstrate knowledge of registration and advisement procedures and the ABAC College Catalog.

Course evaluation: Students will be evaluated on the following basis:


Exam – 20%


Quizzes & Assignments – 70%


Attendance & Participation – 10%
Assignments:
Email Use

Webct Discussion Board

Webct Overview

Library Tour

Completion of Academic Plan Form

Completion of Time Planner

Completion of Reflection journal

Academic skills quiz

Academic policies quiz

Catalogue quiz

Financial Aid Quiz

Technology quiz

Grading Scale: A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C =70-79, D =60-69, F =0-59

*Student Responsibility and Attendance Policy: Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College expects students to attend all scheduled classes.  Therefore, class attendance is required, and it is the responsibility of each student to attend all class meetings on time and stay for the duration. If you come to class after the roll is taken, it is your responsibility to let the instructor know at the end of the class period so that you can be marked present.

*I expect all students to complete the assigned readings on time, participate in class discussions, and take the examinations as scheduled. After Two unexcused absences, you will not receive your class attendance & participation points. ABAC has adopted a new attendance policy that requires students missing three or more scheduled class meetings to be given a grade of “F” regardless of how they have performed in exams. Please see the attached official ABAC attendance policy. NO MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given unless the student informs the professor sufficiently ahead of time, and offers supporting evidence showing why it would not be possible to take the exam as scheduled. There will be no make up for missed quizzes. Late Quizzes will not be taken for any reason. Absence from class for whatever reason does not excuse a student from full responsibility for class work or assignments missed.

*Cell Phones: Please ensure that you turn off all cell phones during class.

*If you should withdraw from the course before the drop deadline, or during the semester, please ensure that you drop the class officially. Failure to withdraw yourself from the course officially after you have quit attending will lead to an assignment of an “F” grade at the end of the semester.

*ADA STATEMENT: Students with learning or other disability who require individualized testing or other accommodations should identify themselves to the instructor and express their needs. 
 

*Academic Honesty: Any student found cheating, plagiarizing, or engaging in any other form of academic dishonesty will be reported to the appropriate department for disciplinary action which might result to receiving a grade of “WF” for the course. (See page 77-80, 2004-2006 ABAC Catalog and Handbook)

Entry Level Standards: Reading and writing proficiency at the college level is required.

Tentative Course Schedule  

(I reserve the right to adjust this schedule as needed)

Topic Area:  Introduction (January 7-February 4)

Chapters 1-3: The demands of College, Motivation, Procrastination, & Cultural Diversity.

Chapter 3 -5: WebCT Vista Class Training; Goal Setting and Organization

January 21, 2008—NO CLASSES—Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday!!

Topic Area:    (February 4 – February 18)

Chapters 6-7: Time Management and Deadlines; Calculating GPA and Career Exploration.

Please note that February 1, 2008 is the deadline for dropping a class w/o academic penalty.

February 13, 2008 -- Baldwin Library Self-Guided Tour Activity Due.

Chapters 8-11: Learning Styles, Vocabulary Enhancement, Brainstorming, & Writing Processes.
Topic Area:  (February 18 – February 27)

Chapters 12 – 14: Study Strategies, Note Taking, and Conflict Resolution.

February 20, 2008 – Academic Plan Activity is Due.

Chapters 15 – 18: Testing Guidelines; Professors, Learning Difficulties, & Suggestions for Success.

February 27, 2008 – Last Day to Complete all webCT Vista Quizzes.

FEBRUARY 27, 2008 --FINAL EXAM
LAST DAY OF CLASS – FEBRUARY 27, 2008.

Professor’s Note:  * *Please note that I am available during my office hours to answer any questions you may have about any aspects of the course, or about assignments. You can also send me an email or call me on telephone. If you cannot reach me, please leave a message in my answering machine (229-391-5087) or at the social science division office (229-391-5082) and I will call you back. You may also feel free to talk to me shortly following the class, or you can make an appointment. Please take advantage of these opportunities---------------.
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