Abraham Baldwin College

Humanities Division

Bobbie Robinson, presiding

November 1, 2004

Present:   S. Abbott, M. Cahill, E. Campbell, R. Carpenter, E. Cash, D. Coates, J. Galyean, S. Giles, D. Hatcher, D. Jackson, W. Jones, J. Newberry, K. Perry, S. Roe, C. Rogers, S. Senapati, H. Shippey, M. Steinberg, V. Walker, J. Williams, M. Williams, K. Weeks, L. Vassiliou

Absent:  E. Cash, G. Elder, W. Harrison, S. Sackor
Dr. Robinson opened the meeting by introducing Mr. Bryan Golden with ABAC Public Safety.  He was present to talk about classroom security and to answer questions in response to an incident which occurred a few weeks ago.  Tift County police officers went to a classroom on campus to serve papers to a student.  The instructor was asked to identify the particular student.  The instructor was caught off guard and did not know how to appropriately handle the situation.  Mr. Golden said normally the police department lets them know when they are on campus since they are asked to help in locating students.  They usually come to ABAC as a last resort when they are unable to locate a student elsewhere.  Instructors were told they should cooperate with the police officers.  Mr. Golden feels the above situation presents no reason for alarm.
A handout on Upcoming USG International Events and Program Deadlines was distributed to faculty.

Dr. Robinson asked faculty to make sure they have posted messages on their new phones.  They should also change their phone number on computer addresses and course syllabi.  ABAC will switch to the new phone system within a few weeks.

Faculty who have classes scheduled in computer labs should contact Ms. Weaver to reserve that room for the final exam if needed.  They should contact the division secretary if the lab is not needed and to reserve a classroom elsewhere.
Dr. Robinson reported from the Arts and Sciences meeting she recently attended.  WebCT Vista will be on line this summer.  Many problems have already been worked out and it is not as difficult to use.  WebCT courses will not automatically be transferred, and faculty will have to see that their courses are transferred.
Dr. Robinson was glad to report from Mr. Johnson that Humanities book orders were placed without major problems.  Faculty were asked to double check those orders by Friday and to let the bookstore know of discrepancies.

Classes are scheduled to meet the Wednesday before Thanksgiving holidays.  However, evening classes may be dismissed, and the instructor should schedule makeup time for the missed class.
Final grades are due by December 16 by noon.  The 24-hour rule will be in effect.
Dr. Robinson encouraged faculty to send information to the Focus for publication when they have something worthy to report, i.e. presentations, attendance to conferences and workshops, etc.
Personnel from the Human Resources Office were present to discuss insurance updates.  Information was provided on Open Enrollment, Flex Spending, and Insurance Options.  Each person received a packet containing personalized information on what they had signed up for.  Ms. Daniel explained the benefit statement.  Ms. Thompson gave updates on insurance and went over the information which is available on ABAC’s website.  Ms. Pirkle provided information on flex spending and tuition assistance.
The English committee presented a proposal to split literature courses into two courses.  This change would streamline ABAC’s program with the rest of the system.  The proposal passed by majority vote and will be sent to the Curriculum Committee for their approval.

Ms. Rogers asked for donations to Circle K for Santa’s Helpers.  This was a huge success last year and the club appreciated the support they received.  Donations are needed by Thanksgiving.
Upcoming Events:

November 2 – First Tuesday Series, 7:30 p.m.

November 4 - Opening reception for Ms. Hatcher art exhibit in Bainbridge, GA, 5:30 p.m.

November 5 – Jeff Newberry will read his poetry, 7 p.m. at the Book Haven

November 8 – Fall Semester Poetry Reading, 7 – 8:30 p.m.

November 11 – 13 – Baldwin Players’ Fall Production, Death of a Hired Man, 7:30 p.m.

November 18 – Fall Semester Music Concert, 7:30 p.m.

December 3 – Division Social, Ray’s Pond, Ray City, GA

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Bobbie Robinson, Chair

Van McGriff, Secretary

