Composition Committee

January 23, 2006

Present:  Maria Cahill, Sandra Giles, Herbert Shippey, Wendy Harrison, Brian Ray, Kay Weeks

Absent:  Billy Reynolds

Agenda:

1102 – Where do we go from here?

Student Guide updates

ABAC OWL

Faculty notebooks

Assessment

Workshops

Finances

Assessment:  Tentative date – March 17th, 1pm+  Everyone agreed that assessment  should go quickly and that a party or gathering at one of the fine local establishments would top off the experience.  

ABAC OWL – This is a huge project.  Brian will have something for us to look at toward the end of the semester.

Faculty Notebooks (online) – Another big project, but one that will probably be completed no later than the beginning of July.  The goal is to complete the editing process by May, thereby giving Luke sufficient time to post the information on our website.

Workshops:  Scheduling is a nightmare!  Charlotte Davis will facilitate an ESL workshop on Friday, February 3rd at 1pm.  Brian Ray will facilitate a critical thinking workshop on February 27th at 4pm, and Sandra Giles will facilitate a post-process workshop on March 27th at 4pm.  Sandra’s will be the last workshop of this academic year.  Note:  5-10 minutes of each workshop will include “what’s going on in comp.”  This is an opportunity for announcements to be made, questions to be asked, and so on.

Making the Most of College Writing:  revisions will begin ASAP.  Sandra just received responses to the survey; these were helpful.

1102:  Committee discussed the lunch workshop on 1102; we reviewed faculty perspectives on the subject.  From the lunch workshop, our own perspectives, and input that we have received from faculty overall, most of us are satisfied with 1102 as it is.  The catalogue description that differentiates 1101 and 1102 is sufficient, at least for now.  Maria suggested creating a questionnaire about our writing courses, in order to get more specific feedback from faculty.  

Everyone agreed that Regents’ prep takes a lot out of 1102.  The committee looked at ABAC’s statistics, and overtime they do not demonstrate that three weeks devoted to Regents’ has helped our students. Of course, everyone understands that the students need prep and practice writing Regents’ style essays.  But the question of how long instruction should take arose with no conclusion.  This issue may be revisited in the future.  The committee agreed that lack of course sequencing impacts student success from 1101-1102.  Students are not required or regularly advised to take the courses in sequence.  This problem needs to be addressed and solved.  

On another note, Maria announced that 1102 is on the chopping block and may be eliminated as a requirement for nursing.  The committee discussed the nursing curriculum and what other course(s) could be cut.  The suggestion is to eliminate two hours of PE and ABAC 1000.  Although these are important, too, they are not as critical as English, history, political science, psychology, and other academic courses.

Finances:  We are still trying to determine how to spend our earnings, for the betterment of students and faculty.  We are purchasing a program to use for the creation of the guide; we agreed on purchasing a subscription to a comp journal(s); and we agreed to purchasing a scanner (good quality for photos/text and editing capabilities) for the Conger mailroom/lounge if we can locate a pc.  We also agreed to have Maria ask Ellie Agnew (the keynote speaker at the Southern Conference next week) to workshop with English faculty about transitioning students from high school to college.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:50.

Gratefully submitted,

Maria J. Cahill

Writing Program Director

