Composition Committee Meeting  Minutes – October 10, 2005

Attendees:  Maria J. Cahill, Chair, Herbert Shippey, Billy Reynolds, Wendy Harrison, Brian Ray

Absent:  Sandra Giles and Kay Weeks

Faculty notebooks:  Herbert presented the subcommittee’s report (Herbert, Billy, and Wendy) concerning online faculty notebooks.  They have been accumulating materials to organize and put online.  Discussion ensued. Now that the material will be online and not in “notebooks,” the title may change; however, they will serve the same function.  Maria said that she will edit materials from last year.   Herbert suggested that the committee create a notebook for the Regents’ remediation course.  Everyone agreed.  The committee will ask Luke if he will put the information online once it has been compiled, organized, and edited.  Even though the notebooks were designed, originally, to aid new faculty, they will be helpful to everyone.  Projected completion – end of fall semester.

WPE Update:  Rooms are reserved and everything is looking good!  Maria will email reminders to faculty soon.

ABAC OWL:  Brian is working hard on the ABAC OWL and shared what he’s accomplished, thus far.  It may be viewed on his website.  He hopes to have it up and running by the end of Spring 06.  He is also currently working on an online practice COMPASS for English.

Course Descriptions:  Discussion concerned  the January deadline for revision of course descriptions.  The committee has talked, since last year, about revision of the courses, particularly 1102.  All agree that they need revisiting by the committee and the faculty as a whole.  Maria shared her efforts to work with the librarians in creating a “standardized” (but easily modified, per instructor) course in library research to be held within each writing course.  Right now, Trina Jones and Victoria Horst are working with her 0099 students.  Next semester, Maria is looking for a volunteer(s) to do a similar program in 1101 and 1102.  This is experimental for us as well as the librarians.  Herbert then discussed a technology component for 1102.   The final plan is to examine the 1102 course this year, continue with these interests and projects (and possibly start others), and continue this discussion.  With SACS this year, as well as the desire to follow through in an informed manner, the committee decided not to act on a course change or description change this year.  During the 2006-2007 academic year, the committee will address the possibility of 1102 course revision with the faculty as a whole.  This is viewed as a two-year project.  There is interest and concern that if there are changes to be made, they be made after much thought, research, and careful consideration – with input from all faculty.  

English 1102 c/d issue:  The committee decided that this is not our issue, per se.  There were, at this time, no firm ideas on the plusses and minuses and no particular interest to pursue this question.


Student Guide – We’ve made money!  As of this date, approximately $1300.00.  There has been discussion about allocation of these funds.  Maria said that money will be allocated for In-Design, which is the Adobe program used to create the student guide, along with the licensing (relatively inexpensive).  This will save on hours and provide convenience.  It will also safe-guard the material, to some degree.  (Last year, she and a student worker worked on the second floor in a lab.)  The committee is in favor of dividing the remainder among all full-time faculty for travel.  However, with some of the changes in travel, the committee considered other possibilities.  Herbert suggested that faculty might be interested in a scanner.  Maria said that she will discuss these things with Bobbie and get back to the committee.

Meeting adjourned at 4:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria J. Cahill, Writing Program Director

