Composition Committee Meeting

April 22, 2005

In attendance:  Maria J. Cahill, Luke Vassiliou, Herbert Shippey, Jana Williams, and Sandra Giles

Student Guide:  Continued discussions of revisions, etc.  Plan to post the guide for faculty perusal the beginning of the week of April 25th.  Anticipate going to print the beginning to middle of June.

Regents’ Three Week Rule:  Luke brought this issue (a rule which isn’t written down anywhere) for discussion.  He suggested that we break away the 3-way block, which wasn't really implemented anyway, based on lots of anecdotal evidence. We would still be providing practice of three timed essays before the Regents’, but instructors should not see these as related to the Regents’ alone and they should be able to incorporate them into their syllabus at

appropriate times. Such timed essays are good practice for other timed writing situations, like essay exams etc. While we are responsible for our students' writing skills in a variety of situations, including timed writing, we must not turn 3 weeks of ENGL 1102 into a variant of Regents’ Essay Remediation. 

After further discussion, the committee voted unanimously to strike this so-called “rule” down.  The committee also voted to state that the Regents’ is not just our responsibility.  Maria agreed to post a notice regarding this decision, over email, the first of the week of April 25th.

English 0099 outcomes:  The committee reviewed changes from the previous meeting and were satisfied for now.  However, Luke brought up his concerns about continuing to “tweak” outcomes that weren’t really sufficient for our needs.

Outcomes:  Committee discussed Luke’s suggestion to begin again, in essence.  The 0099 outcomes are fine for fall, given the course will be assessed at that time.  But beginning Fall 2005, the committee will begin the process of examining all composition course structures, content, and so on with the possibility of completely rewriting our courses, etc.  This issue, unlike some others, must involve full-faculty input – or at least the opportunity for input because it dramatically impacts all of us.  

English 0099 Assessment Rubric – Given that this course must be assessed in the fall, and given that dramatic changes (if any) will not occur quickly, we revised the rubric for 0099.  It was decided that this information will be shared at the beginning of fall.  As a part of assessment, it was also agreed that one multi-draft essay, and ONE WPE will be included in the portfolio.  It was also agreed that a more standard and regulated reflective essay will be required of faculty in courses that are being assessed.  Last time, the reflective essay was sometimes not followed precisely, and that will be changed.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:40.
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