Composition Committee Meeting:  September 21, 2004

Attendance:  Maria J. Cahill, chair, Luke Vassiliou, Jana Williams, Herbert Shippey, Sandra Giles.

First on the agenda:

Workshops:  What?  When?  Where?  Food?

After a brief discussion, we agreed to have Jeff and Luke facilitate a discussion called “Beyond the Essay: Alternative Approaches to Writing in the Composition Classroom” on September 30th at 3pm.

It was agreed that Jeff will facilitate a WPE grading discussion for our October workshop and that Sandra Giles will facilitate a workshop on revision in November.

Everyone on the committee liked the idea of “facilitation” rather than “presentation” – - with the idea of sharing ideas between all the faculty.

Second on the agenda:

Student Handbooks:  


What goes in it?



Description of program



Course descriptions



Faculty information



Grades



Go To page



Sample Essays



Plagiarism statement and Policy




What else?

Subtracted from this list were sample essays.  Reason:  space.

To this list was also added information about:  the writing center, assumptions and outcomes, webct/vista information, email account instructions, Regents’ and WPE information.

Everyone is considering what else should be added.  We would like, as a committee, to write or adopt a plagiarism statement (along with composition faculty agreement), while leaving the actual enforcement to the individual instructor.

We would like to write/adopt new grade guidelines (along with composition faculty agreement).

Goal:  Handbook will be completed in time for Fall 2005; it will be required in all 1st year composition and learning support classes.

Third on the agenda:

Portfolio:


Review last year’s assessment 


Were there particular questions we found especially difficult or easy to answer?  Why or why not?


Suggestions?

Most of the discussion centered on the difficulty of assessing some of these points.  Nothing definitive was decided.  Then, a discussion ensued regarding the possible need to refine the outcomes per course.  This seemed, to all, particularly relevant to English 99.  Nonetheless, no final recommendations were made or adopted.  

All of the above issues will be further addressed at the next meeting.  Meeting date and time have not been determined.

Meeting was adjourned.

Gratefully submitted,

Maria J. Cahill, Chair

October 6, 2004

