Minutes, Composition Committee Meeting, September 9, 2003

Members present were:  Jeff Newberry, Herbert Shippey, Maria Cahill, Erin Campbell, Luke Vassiliou, and Wendy Harrison.  Eric Cash was present also to help address questions concerning the Unit Plan for 2003-2006.

1. The committee provided answers concerning the composition part of the Unit Plan.

2.  Maria Cahill was introduced as chair-to-be; her role will begin in January.

3.  Each committee member agreed to present at the next meeting a brief description of how he or she distinguishes between English 1101 and 1102.

4.  The committee agreed to put before the full composition faculty for a vote the following recommendations:

1. That students in English 1101 and 1102 produce a minimum of 3 multi-draft essays that are at least three pages in length.

2. That students in English 1101 write a minimum of two Regents’ practice essays.

3. That students in English 1102 write a minimum of three Regents’ practice essays.

4. That students in English 0099 produce at least three multi-draft essays that are at least two pages in length.

5. That students in English 0099 write a minimum of three practice WPE’s.

These recommendations would be in addition to those course requirements already stated in the Course Objectives and Student Outcomes for English 0099, 1101 and 1102.

5.  The committee agreed to put before the full composition faculty for a vote the recommendation that, in an effort to ensure that everyone participates in portfolio assessment, we engage in a “mass assessment,” similar to what we do when we grade WPE’s.  In other words, Bobbie schedules a time for the portfolio assessment, and all composition faculty are present to assess portfolios.  This time would be at the beginning of the semester following the one when portfolios were collected.

6.  The Committee agreed to ask the comp faculty to vote on the following question.  Should a writing sample be required of those students who have to take the writing COMPASS exam?  The committee also discussed the logistics of this briefly, but before exploring further the possibility of such a sample, the committee decided the composition faculty needed to vote on this issue.  

7.  The Committee agreed to meet again on Tuesday, October 21 at 4:00 p.m. in Conger 315.

