Minutes, Composition Committee Meeting, October 21, 2003
Members present were:  Jeff Newberry, Herbert Shippey, Maria Cahill, Erin Campbell, Luke Vassiliou, and Wendy Harrison.  
1. The committee discussed requiring English students to buy another handbook besides Easy Access, noting that Easy Access is difficult to use and has a poor section on MLA style.  The committee noted that a new handbook should have the following characteristics:

· Should be a spiral bound paperback with tabs between sections.
· Should have good sections on MLA and APA style, with sample essays for each one.
· Should be designed for other disciplines to use.
· Should have an easy to use and understand grammar guide.
· Should have an easy to use section on identifying and correcting sentence- and paragraph-level problems.
· Should contain information broken down into stages on how to write different types of papers.
· Should have a good website.

· Should be reasonably priced.

2. The committee agreed that all members would review the latest edition of Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, along with one other handbook, and report findings at the next committee meeting.

3. The committee agreed that the guidelines we voted on at the last division meeting would be distributed to all comp faculty to insert in their course handbooks.

4. The committee also agreed to report on these guidelines at the next division meeting.

5. The committee brought up the possibility of asking Eric to insert on the survey he conducts among writing courses a question asking “Did you write a minimum of (the number appropriate for the course) papers?” (The question would have to be more precisely worded, of course.)

6. The committee members made presentations on how they distinguish between English 1101 and 1102 courses.  Generally speaking, the difference seems to be in interpretation and expectations.  The committee agreed such a discussion was productive and agreed to continue it.  To facilitate this, members agreed to bring syllabi from their 1101 and 1102 classes to the January meeting.  The need for this discussion arose because some members felt as if some 1102 students were lacking skills necessary for success in 1102.    

7. To address this same issue, the committee discussed whether or not as a comp faculty we need to discuss how many times students may revise papers.  The feeling was that some students might get an inflated idea of how much they actually know about the writing process because they get a better grade after numerous revisions.
