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Assessment Process:  (Describe the processes used for assessing learning outcomes in program/course)

1.
Fall semester of each academic year, the English unit collects portfolios from one of three courses:  Learning Support, English 0099; first semester English, English 1101; second semester English, English 1102.  Then in the spring of each academic year, the course is assessed by all composition faculty.  (See Portfolio Template attachment).

This process allows for the assessment of each course, every three years.  

For example, in Spring 2005, we assessed English 1102.  Therefore, in Fall 2005, we will collect portfolios for English 0099, and we will assess them in Spring 2006.  Fall 2006, we will collect portfolios for English 1101, and we will assess them in Spring 2007.  This cycle of collection and assessment will continue.

2. 
We base our methodology on an assessment rubric (attached), which was carefully constructed on the basis of the English unit’s assumptions and outcomes (attached).  The entire composition faculty then reads the portfolios, answering the questions contained on our assessment rubric (on scantron form).  These results are then collected and sent to information technology, which then tabulates the results.

The portfolio assessment results are then used to determine the success of the program, once again, based on our unit’s assumptions and outcomes.  This allows the unit to address and redress any inconsistencies or concerns that are found on the results.

Results of Assessment:  (Briefly describe the outcomes and conclusions resulting from analysis of assessment results)

1.
See attached excel spread sheet.  Initially, there appears to be greater satisfaction of student outcomes in 1102 than in 1101.  However, in order to make a conclusive statement, further statistical analysis and comparison will be done in Spring 2006, immediately following Fall 2005 - 0099 assessment.

Use of Results:  (Describe the improvements made in course content, instructional methodology, etc. as a result of analyzing the assessment results.

1. For the academic year of 2004 – 2005, we initiated and implemented monthly faculty development workshops.  

2. We standardized texts for temporary, full-time faculty and adjuncts.

3. We revised assumptions/outcomes for English 0099, recognizing after the recent assessment of both1102 in Fall 2004 and 1101 in Fall 2003, that these assumptions/outcomes, while similar in many ways, need to reflect the stages of writing development of these connected yet separate courses.

4. Also, in the coming academic year, faculty will examine current course structure/content and will begin discussions regarding a possible restructuring of these courses, utilizing assessment data as a starting point for these discussions.

5. This coming academic year, we will run a statistical analysis of the three courses over the recent three-year period.  This analysis will help us trace the relationship between the courses and will, potentially, impact future pedagogical decisions.

Course Requirements

Please note the following:

1. That students in English 1101 and 1102 produce a minimum of 3 multi-draft essays that are at least three pages in length. [one of which MUST include documentation]
2. That students in English 1101 write a minimum of two Regents’ practice essays.

3. That students in English 1102 write a minimum of three Regents’ practice essays.

4. That students in English 0099 produce at least three multi-draft essays that are at least two pages in length. 

5. That students in English 0099 write a minimum of three practice WPE’s.

These requirements are in addition to those course requirements already stated in the Composition Course Assumptions and Outcomes for English 0099, 1101 and 1102.

English 2004—2005 

English 0099, 1101, and 1102

Composition Course Assumptions:

1. Reading, writing, and thinking are integrated skills.

2. Writing is learned behavior, requiring practice, feedback, and revision.

3. The priorities in any piece of writing are, in order, substance (content), organization, style, and correctness.

4. Grammar, usage, and mechanics matters are best learned individually through reading, writing, and revision.

5. Writers must be able to adjust their writing processes to a variety of writing situations.

6. Consideration of audience, purpose, and voice is fundamental in the writing process.

7. Writing is a process of inquiry through which a writer learns and shares that learning.

8. Informed use of technology can enhance writing and research for writing.

9. Writing is a recursive process involving collecting information, focusing, ordering, drafting, and clarifying or revising.

Composition Course Outcomes:

Students who successfully complete the course will

1. perceive writing as a recursive process involving collecting information, focusing, ordering, drafting, and clarifying or revision;

2. be able to produce, with a sense of audience purpose and voice, writing that has adequate substance, order, appropriate style, and correctness;

3. perceive that writing is a process of inquiry through which the writer learns and may share that learning with others;

4. be able analytically and critically, to read, think about, and discuss their own writing and the writing of others (fellow students and published writers);

5. be able to adjust their writing processes to a variety of writing situations, including timed situations such as the Regents’ Exam;

6. demonstrate in at least one paper the techniques and skills of basic library research;

7. be able to use computers for writing and research.

Revised for Fall 2005 Assessment of English 0099

Composition Course Assumptions:

1. Reading, writing, and thinking are integrated skills.

2. Writing is learned behavior, requiring practice, feedback, and revision.

3. The priorities in any piece of writing are, in order, substance (content), organization, and correctness.

4. Grammar, usage, and mechanics are best learned through reading, writing, and revision.

5. Writers must be able to adjust their writing processes to a variety of writing situations.

6. Consideration of audience, purpose, and tone is fundamental in the writing process.

7. Writing is a process of discovery through which a writer learns and shares that learning.

8. Writing involves processes, including planning, writing, and re-writing.

Composition Course Outcomes for English 0099:

Students who successfully complete the course will

9. perceive writing as process involving collecting information, focusing, ordering, drafting, and clarifying or revision;

10. be able to produce, with a sense of audience, purpose and tone, writing that has adequate substance, order, appropriate style, and correctness;

11. perceive that writing is a process of inquiry through which the writer learns and may share that learning with others;

12. be able to read, think about, and discuss their own writing and the writing of others (fellow students and published writers);

13. be able to adjust their writing processes to a variety of writing situations, including timed situations such as the WPE;

14. be able to use computers for writing.

Portfolio Template

Directions: The first page of the portfolio will be a title page with the following information after  “Writing Portfolio”: student name, course, section, class time, and semester.  An example follows:

Writing Portfolio

Amazing Student

ENGL 1102  CRN: 30251

TR 11:00-12:15

Fall 2004

· Then the second page will be a table of contents, as follows below 

(see  2nd page).

Some reminders

· The list in the table of contents will follow the order of the portfolio.

· Use tabbed dividers to separate and identify portfolio sections.

· Use paper folders (Use your judgment!  No bulky, three-ring binders!)

· Remember, all essays are a minimum of 3 pages.

· All information that identifies the instructor’s name should be removed/concealed.

Portfolio Table of Contents

Tabbed Divider: Appropriately labeled Essay #1

Essay #1 (Reflective Essay)                                                 

Final Draft

Tabbed Divider: Appropriately labeled Essay #2

Essay #2 (Give title)                                                 

Final Draft

Tabbed Divider: Appropriately labeled Essay #3

Essay #3 (Documented Essay—Give title)                                                  

Final Draft

Peer feedback

Rough draft

Prewriting

