Exploitation in Photojournalism
Name: XXXXX
Topic: The controversy over publishing the Boston Photographs

General Purpose: To Persuade

Specific Purpose: To convince the audience that the Boston Photographs should have been published

Thesis: The Boston Photographs should not have been published because they were not necessary to emphasize the story they represented.
Pattern of Arrangement: Refutation

Introduction: 

I. Photojournalism can sometimes have a greater impact than written journalism.


II. Using a visual aid when trying to comprehend a situation can cause stronger 
understanding or emotion about the topic.

III. The Boston Photographs should not have been published because they were not 
necessary to emphasize the story they represented. 

IV. According to Nora Ephron in “The Boston Photographs,” the photographs were  
taken in 1975 by photographer, Stanley Forman.


V. The photographs were published in the Boston Herald and later in four hundred 
different newspapers, which received negative feedback from angry readers.
Transition:  Many readers felt that the photographs were inappropriate and served no purpose in the article except to emphasize how the young girl died.

Body: 

I. When the editors were asked to justify the photographs’ publication, they gave 
few reasons.



A. According to the article “The Boston Photographs,” the editors suggested 


that the photographs revealed the life of living in a ghetto.



1. The apartment was in the Back Bay section of Boston which is still a 


wealthy district in Boston today.  




2. According to cityofboston.gov, it is not uncommon to see celebrities 



walking the streets in the Back Bay area.



B. In “The Boston Photographs,” it was stated that the editors said the 



photographs displayed the need for safer fire escapes.




1. After the incident Boston created improved methods for fire escape 



maintenance and inspections; it did not create a national movement 



of fire escape inspections.


C. The story was said to be “news.”




1. The majority of the newspapers that published the pictures were 



“small name” newspaper businesses.

Transition: There are unspoken guidelines to follow when debating on publishing controversial pictures.

II. There is an invisible line separating morally wrong and justifiable when 
controversial pictures.



A. The pictures would not be as dramatic and touching if the nineteen-year-


old had not died.



B. The photographs did not serve a major purpose when published with the 


article.



C. I believe that many editors published the photos knowing they would 


spark the interest of readers, thus raising their profits.

Transition: Death is not usually witnessed by survivors.

III. The photographs captured death in action.


A. Viewers of the pictures want to see the emotion of the girl as she falls to 


her death in hopes of getting a hint of what death is like.



B. The girl’s death seems almost private because it is not usual for people to 


witness this kind of situation.



C. If I were the girl in the photo, I would not want my last moment of life 


published for people to see.




1. I would not want my family or anyone to have the image of me 



falling to my death; it would cause too much pain.

Conclusion: 

I. The majority people that have viewed the pictures seemed to have similar 
reactions. 


A. Koree Dorminy stated in an interview that she could only imagine herself 


in the situation and also wonder what was going through the girl’s mind at 


the time of the incident. 


II. Susan Mitchell states in her article Beyond the Lens, “Photographs have a strange 
power.  They can capture a scene in a split second.  Traversing the barriers of 
language, time, and space, they can move an individual or an entire society that is 
tens of thousands of miles away.”
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