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Title:  Asian Tsunami of 2004

Topic:  Tsunami

General Purpose:  To inform.

Specific Purpose:  To inform classmates about the tragedy of tsnamis.

Thesis/Central Idea:  The Asian Tsunami of 2004 was caused by the second largest earthquake ever recorded and , as a result, thousands of people lost their lives.

Introduction
I.  The Asian Tsunami occurred on December 26, 2004.

II. Model Petra Nemcova reported to cbs news, " "I was just screaming from the top of my lungs. [The] power of the water … my left hip, it was pushing it and breaking it and breaking it and breaking it".

III.  Petra's boyfriend was swept away by the powerful currents, she never saw him again.

IV. The Asian Tsunami of 2004 was caused by the second largest earthquake ever recorded and, as a result, thousands of people lost their lives.

V.   A total of 227,898 people were killed or missing, after the tsunami.

VI.  A survivor of the tsunami commented to msnbc, " “I searched for my daughter for hours but never found her. I don’t know where she was buried".

VII.  Some of the waves from the tsunami reached 80 feet in height.

Transition: So what happens when tsunamis occur?

Body
I.  Tsunami's generally form after an earthquake hits the ocean floor.
	A.  Tsunami's have been caused from volcanoes and landslides below sea level.
		1.  Although tsunamis not generated from volcanoes are usually weak in strength.
		            a.  Normal ocean waves range in speeds of 2-60 miles an hour.
			b.  Tsunami waves can reach up to 500 miles per hour, depending on water level.

Transition:  So you may be wondering, is there Tsunami Warning Systems?

	B.  The answer is yes, The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center.
		1.  The center was established in 1948.
		2.  The center was established after a major tsunami hit Hawaii's coastline in 1946.
		3.  There was no warning for the people of Hawaii and, the devastation was tremendous.
			a.  According to tsunami.org, "there have been a total of twenty tsunami warnings since the center was established".
	                   	b.  People who live near tsunami territories are encouraged to seek high ground immediately, if they feel an earthquake, or notice significant changes in the ocean.

Transition:  Now you may be wondering where tsunami territories are located?

II.  Tsunami's have been recorded in all oceans.
	A.  Although the Pacific ocean is the most active tsunami territory.
	B.  Tsunamis such as the Asian Tsunami of 2004 are rare in the Indian Ocean.
	C.  Unfortunately, there is no tsunami warning system in the Indian Ocean territory.

Transition:  So what happened to Thailand after the tsunami of 2004?

III.  The major factor affected by the tsunami was a huge loss of tourism.
	A.  Rebuilding has been difficult and slow.
	B.  Many children have been orphaned and are now homeless.
		1.  People have experienced severe trauma and now require psychological care, as well as physical medical care.
		2.  Coral reefs, mangroves, and wetlands have been severely destroyed.
		3.  Ground water was polluted.
		4.  The fishing industry and it's workers have been have suffered devastating losses.


Conclusion
I.   The country of Thailand suffered tremendous loss as the result of the tsunami of 2004.  
II.  Hundreds of people have been displaced and many are missing to this day.  
III. I can only hope a tsunami warning system will be developed in the Indian Ocean territory soon.  
IV.  Better public awareness about tsunamis and a warning system can help save the lives of thousands of people in the future. 
V.  What would happen if a tsunami, such as the Asian Tsunami of 2004, were to strike America's coastlines? 
VI.   In conclusion I would like to tell a statement from a fisherman named Namali Fakli who lost several of his family members and everything he owned during the Asian Tsunami.  
A. When asked what he would do now that all he had was gone, he replied to a cbs news anchor:
"This is my destiny - I must live here with all my memories. They are my family; there is no way to forget them."
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