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A Birdfeeder

Name:  XXXXXX

Topic:  A Birdfeeder

General Purpose:  to inform

Specific Purpose:  to provide the step by step directions on building a birdfeeder.

Thesis Statement:  I will show how you can take 5 minutes and build not only a birdfeeder, but a lifetime of memories as well.
 

(Utilize various visual props)

Introduction:
      I.  Welcome to “Our House”, inspired by the popular children’s TV show Mr. Rogers (fci.org, Home Page).  
              
               A.  This is a 5-7 minute program that encourages listeners to spend time with a child. 
               
               B.  Today I will show you how you can take 5 minutes and build not only a birdfeeder, but a lifetime of memories as well.  
    
     II. Come on in.
               
               A.  I am your host; Eric Franz.
 
(Recording: door)
    III. You will need four simple ingredients for this project (menu prop).
               
               A. You will need: A pinecone, peanut butter, birdseed, and a piece of string. 
               
               B.  Before we get started I want to say something.
                           
                           1.  My children and I just picked these cones up.  Half the family adventure and fun can be found in just gathering the pine cones themselves. They would be here but they had to wash up for supper. 

Transition: Everything is laid out so lets get started. 

Body
Step one:
      I.  Take the pinecone and fasten the string to the top of the cone with a simple knot.
               
                A.  This is what you are going to use to hang the feeder with later on.
     
        1.  I like to make a loop of some fashion.
 
                B. Be sure it’s a large pinecone. 
            
             C.  Be sure it has opened up well.

           
(Pre-made cone)
Step two:
      I.  I have one already made up; but step two, is covering the pinecone with the peanut butter. 
               
                A.  According to Union County College; these stem like leaf structures are   called scales.
                          
                              1.  When they are closed they protect the seed inside (faculty, 1st Para).
               
                B.  Be sure to get the peanut butter way in the back where the scales start.
                
                C.  (sampling)…………I like this step.

Transition:
     The peanut butter makes the birdseed stick to the pinecone.  So remember; wherever you do not have peanut butter you are also not going to have any birdseed.  The third and final step is putting the birdseed on the pine cone.


Step three:
      I.  Place the pine cone in a shallow box that has a generous layer of birdseed in the bottom.
                
                A.  Roll the cone around in the birdseed, or sprinkle it over the cone till it is completely covered. 

                              1. I found this works well and is more durable than a plastic bag.
                                        
                                         a).  A plastic bag may tear because of this little point at the
                                               end of the scale here.

                  B.  According to The University of Florida; this point on each scale, is an identifying feature of the cone. (sfrc, Ident. Char.).

                  C.  A fast, simple birdfeeder that the whole family can enjoy making together.

 (Hang birdfeeder)                  


Conclusion:
      I.  I grew up in the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains of New York State. The winters were cold and always full of snow.  The weather was too bad to go out for recess one day, so my teacher Mrs. Gregor, passed the time making birdfeeders, just like the one here today (Gregor).  I was proud, and couldn’t wait to get home to show everyone what I had done at school.  When dad came home he hung it outside on a limb just the other side of the dining room window.  As we ate dinner that evening the whole family looked on as different birds came to eat from the cone.  

(Prop: phone ring, conversation…. “I know just where to hang this”)

     II. …..30 years ago my third grade teacher gave me 5 minutes of her time, taught me how to build this birdfeeder and all the memories .  Because Mrs. Gregor took the time, I have been able to bring it to my children as well.  Like Mrs. Gregor I am not only building a birdfeeder, but building a lifetime of memories.  I hope that you will take what you learned hear today, share it with a child, and begin building as well.

(Recording: door opening, birds singing)   
   
    III. I am Eric Franz, see you next time; at “Our House.”
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