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RLST 3000
INTRODUCTION TO RURAL STUDIES

You are to complete all readings by the day they appear in the syllabus.  Please be aware that some writings may require several readings before you consider that you have mastered the text.  

Required texts
Brown, David L. and Louis E. Swanson ed. Challenges for Rural America in the 21st Century 

On reserve in Baldwin Library: You may read assigned articles in the library or make copies of the assigned articles for your own use.

Castle, Emery N. “A Conceptual Framework for the Study of Rural Places.” American
	Journal of Agricultural Economics. 80 (2003): 621-31.

Cloke, Paul J., Terry Marsden and Patrick Mooney eds. Handbook of Rural Studies. London: 
	
Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Barbara. Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and 
	Heritage. Berkeley: U of California P, 1998. 

Moseley, Malcom. Rural Development: Principles and Practice. London: SAGE, 2003. 

Part I: Who Lives in Rural America Today?

Week 1
8/18	course introduction; syllabus; research project
8/20	Defining the Rural Space; read Brown and Swanson, “Introduction: Rural America enters 
	the New Millenium” in Challenges, 1
	
Week 2
8/25	Defining the Role of Rural Studies; read Castle on reserve
8/27	Understanding the Demographics of the Rural Space; read Johnson, “Unpredictable
 Directions of Rural Population Growth and Migration,” in Challenges, 19

Week 3
9/1	Demographics cont.; read Harris and Worthen “African Americans in Rural America,” in 
	Challenges, 32
9/3	Trip to Telfair County; read Saenz and Torrez, “Latinos in Rural America,” in Challenges, 
	57 

Part II: A Transformed Rural Economy

Week 4
9/8	Four Areas of Development; read Falk and Lobado, “Who Benefits from Economic 
	Restructuring?” in Challenges, 152
9/10	Visit from Lequrica Gaskins, Development Authority and Brad Day, Chamber of Commerce; read Warner, “Competition, Cooperation, and Local Governance,” in Challenges, 252

Week 5
9/15	 Read, Krannich and Petrzelka, “Tourism and Natural Amenity Development: Real 
	Opportunities?” in Challenges, 190
9/17	Visit from Wayne Jones, ABAC Arts Connection; Syd Blackmarr, Tifton Museum of Arts and Heritage
Proposals Due

Week 6
9/22	 read Morton, “Rural Health Policy,” in Challenges, 290
9/24	Visit from Simon Silva 
Part III: The Rural Community
Week 7
9/29	Rural Health Care guest speaker
10/1	 Public Policy in the Rural Space; read Sharp and Parisi, “Devolution: Who is Responsible for Rural America?” in Challenges, 353

Week 8	
10/6	Youth and Education; read Lichter, Roscigno, and Condron, “Rural Children and Youth 
	at Risk,” in Challenges, 97
10/8	Visit from Janice Daugharty; last day to withdraw without penalty
	

Week 9
10/13	Understanding Community; read Lyson and Tolbert, “Civil Society, Civic Communities, 
	and Rural Development,” in Challenges, 228
10/15	read, Glenna, “Religion,” in Challenges, 262

Part IV:  Changing National and International Policies

Week 10
10/19	FALL BREAK
10/22	Read  Green, “What Role Can Community Play in Local Economic Development?” in 
	Challenges, 343

Week 11
10/27	Global Perspectives of the Rural Space; read McMichael, “The Impact of Global 
	Economic Practices on American Farming,” in Challenges, 375
10/29	UGA Archway Partnership guest speaker

Part V:  
Week 12
11/3	The Rural Space in a Recession Economy; read McGranahan, “How People Make a 
	Living in Rural America,” in Challenges, 135	
11/5	Research portfolio Due for preliminary review—Class Discussion

Week 13
11/10	Presentations
11/12	Presentations

	
Week 14	
11/17	Presentations
11/19	critique of presentations for final delivery to Telfair; class discussion

Week 15
11/24	Solutions in the Rural Space; read, Swanson and Brown, “Challenges Become 
	Opportunities: Trends and Policies Shaping the Future,” in Challenge, 397

11/26	Thanksgiving; no class	
		

Week 16
12/1	final visit to Telfair County
12/3	Final Portfolios Due, Wrap-up

12/8	Final Examination Due, 10:30-12:30 a.m.
	Submit final exam by 10:30 to Dr. Reddick or Dr. Robinson; brunch on us
