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RLST 3000
INTRODUCTION TO RURAL STUDIES

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the essential ideologies surrounding the field of Rural Studies, providing students with a survey of pertinent work by major scholars in the field, the various areas of study within the discipline, and an introduction to fundamental research methods applicable to the study of rural spaces.


COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Course Outcomes:
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:
· read critically and analytically scholarly works related to the field of Rural Studies
· observe, record, and present information concerning the rural space and the ways in which communities negotiate that space
· identify and evaluate fundamental ideologies throughout the discipline’s intellectual history in reflective responses and essay examinations
· build and test hypotheses based on observations in the field
· use APA documentation appropriately 
· evaluate the role of Rural Studies as a possible solution to issues in Rural Economic Development, Rural Arts Development, Rural Public Policy and Rural Health.
· use computers to write and do research. 


Required Texts: 

Brown, David L. and Louis E. Swanson, eds. Challenges for Rural America in the 21st Century: 
Rural Studies Series of the Rural Sociological Society. University Park PA: Pennsylvania State UP,2003. 

On reserve in Baldwin Library: You may read assigned articles in the library or make copies of the assigned articles for your own use.  Other materials are available for background or supplemental readings.

Castle, Emery N. “A Conceptual Framework For the Study of Rural Places.” American Journal 
	of Agricultural Economics. 80 (2003): 621-31.

Cloke, Paul J., Terry Marsden and Patrick Mooney, eds. Handbook of Rural Studies. London: 
	SAGE, 2006. 

Kirshenblatt-Gimblett, Barbara. Destination Culture: Tourism, Museums, and Heritage. 
	Berkeley: U of California P, 1998. 

Moseley, Malcom.  Rural Development: Principles and Practice. London: SAGE, 2003. 


COURSE POLICIES:  
	 
DISABILITY ACCESS:   Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact us at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with us, registered with the Office of Student Development, and provided required documentation.

SPECIFIC TO THIS CLASS:  Attendance is mandatory. Missing more than four classes will result in failure of the course.  Excused absences will consist of the following and require documentation:  hospitalization of yourself or your minor child, jury duty, or institution sanctioned events.  If you must be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed on the day you return to class. 

Tardiness—If you arrive after we call roll, you are absent.  If you leave more than ten minutes early (regardless of the reason), you are absent for the class.

EXPECTATIONS
· The elements for success in this class include tenacity, commitment, thought, reflection, organizational skill, and flexibility, all of which can be learned.  Like all learning, these skills are acquired through practice and repetition.
· Class sessions will combine lecture, discussion, and debate.  We always encourage questions in class.
· Reading assigned texts is the very minimum of course requirements.  We expect that you will show your intellectual engagement with the material in your class contributions, both written and spoken.  Written work that demonstrates only recitation of text summary or, conversely, simple acquisition of classroom conversation is unacceptable.
· All final drafts of out-of-class essays/examinations must be word processed.  Multiple drafts are the norm in all assignments.

NOTETAKING
Our class time will consist primarily of guided discussion of the texts you have read and any lecture for background information, historical contexts, and so forth.  Please be aware that you are accountable for all information that comes through lecture or discussion.  We do not put lecture notes on the web.  You need to begin taking notes immediately so that you will be prepared when the time comes to write an exam.

FORMAL RESPONSE ESSAYS
Purpose:  The purpose of the essays is to allow you to move beyond the confines of class discussion and to think creatively and independently about some of the concepts and ideas under discussion.  Also they allow you to think about yourself and your culture in light of the historical values and ideals that emerge from the course readings. The essays allow you to explore some ideas in more depth and to make some connections that you won’t get to do in a great deal of detail during the class hours.  The responses also allow you to show us, the professors running the course, how well you can think independently, how well you can draw together and analyze concepts, and how well you can write about them.

WORD PROCESSING REQUIREMENTS
All out-of-class essays must be word processed. You may use any word processing program with which you are familiar. MS Word is loaded on the campus computers, so you should consider using an MS Word compatible program. NOTE: Inability to interface with a campus computer, having an incompatible program or file, or a faulty/damaged computer disc is not an acceptable excuse for not turning in a paper on time. You should backup and save all drafts of all essays as separate files in at least two places. Your hard drive on the computer is one acceptable place, but you should also save them to a disc or thumb drive. 


ASSISTANCE
If you feel that you require extra assistance to meet the standards of effective writing, including but not limited to, grammar, mechanics, and Standard English usage, several options are available. The college provides a Writing Center where basic English tutoring help is available. We are available by appointment and will be more than happy to assist you. We do not pre-read or pre-grade an essay, but if you have specific questions or want to ensure that you are on the right track, then we will be happy to assist. If your needs are great, don’t wait until the last minute; the late penalties apply even if the delay results from a lack of available tutors.

Audience:  Let’s face it; you’re writing for us.  That being said, think of your target audience as a fellow class member, in other words, another Rural Studies major who has similar study and writing experiences and who has some background knowledge of the issues under consideration, but who is not as informed on your point of view toward the material as you are.

Quality of Written Expression:  Those of you who know us already know that we can be quite draconian about this issue.  The simple fact is that you can’t present yourself as educated without making an effort to be clear in your written expression, as well as being a careful editor.  Nothing destroys the authority of an author more than howlers like misspelled words, wrong use of certain forms (there, their), incomplete sentences, fractured syntax, etc.  Sloppy prose tells your reader right away you don’t care enough about your paper to make sure it makes sense and is readable.  Since the essays and responses are formal exercises, you should write formally, meaning cut out the slang, colloquialism, flippancy, passive voice, and contractions.  Consider this analogy: Most of you wouldn’t go to a job interview in the pajamas you went to bed in last night and expect to do well in the interview. Giving us a paper of rambling thoughts chock-full of errors is the equivalent.  Though some would like to ignore the fact, w are both still English teachers.  So we will continue to work on improving your writing throughout the semester.

LATE PAPERS
Deadlines are an unpleasant fact of life.  We do not accept late work without any warning it will be late. We understand that on the rarest of occasions unforeseen circumstances may require you to ask for an extension, and we will grant an extension in cases involving hospitalization or something equally serious and documented. We will give such an extension in writing only (e-mail or on paper) and you must present it when you turn in the paper past the deadline. 

PLAGIARISM
We divide plagiarism into 2 categories.  One is the garden variety felony; the other is a capital offense.  In other words, both are serious scholarly crimes, and we (hanging judges, jury, and executioners) will deal with them severely.  The less serious of the two is unintended plagiarism. This crime comes about when you didn’t realize you plagiarized.  For example, you might include an actual quotation in the body of the essay without quotation marks or a source attribution.  You may simply have forgotten or didn’t realize you were supposed to provide quotation marks.  Even unintended plagiarism can cause you to fail the essay.  Intended plagiarism is when you try to pass off another’s work as your own (including drafts you retrieve from the trashcan or another computer in the labs); plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, passing off old essays, downloading something from a paper-for-fee from the internet without proper attribution, copying verbatim from a book or article or other source without proper attribution.  I am familiar with the various forms of plagiarism and have absolutely no tolerance for it.  If you submit such work, you will receive a zero on the paper and very likely fail the class.  You also risk great humiliation and permanent damage to your academic and professional reputation.  Rest assured, we’ve seen every form of creative plagiarism.

Plagiarism, intentional or unintentional, is a failing offense.  You are morally, professionally, and legally responsible for acknowledging all sources consulted for research purposes.

CLASS PARTICIPATION
We assume you will participate fully in classroom activities by being prepared, discussing assigned readings, and conferring with us periodically during the class.  We design classes to add to, not to teach, the text material.

The key to success in this course is preparedness.  Read the assignments; take notes on your reading and make notes within your text; come to class with questions; come prepared to participate in lively and interesting discussion; take notes in class.  Often reading pieces just once is not enough, which is why notes within your text and in addition to your text are so important. Since reading and thinking are integrated skills, be sure to think about the implications of what you are reading and read for both meaning and interpretation.  

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE
We are all adults.  We expect all of us (ourselves included) to act in a mature and respectful manner to one another.  We should not need to explain this issue any further.  Students do not leave until we have dismissed class.  Please, turn all cell phones and pagers or face embarrassment.

Assignment Breakdown:
Midterm Exam			20%
Final Exam			20%
Research Project:	
· Proposal                    	10%
· Research Portfolio    	10%
· Final Presentation     	20%
Responses	            	15%
Responses should be typed, double-spaced, one-page essays in which you reflect on readings, discussion, and/or your own thoughts on issues related to Rural Studies. In these responses, be sure to refer to specific examples from readings, lectures, discussions, and observations. Essays should also be built around a central argument or perspective in relation to the subject of the essay. Responses are due at the end of each class period.
Class Participation	  	 5%

Grading scale:	A  ( 90-100), B (80 - 89), C (70 - 79), D (65 - 69), F (64 - below)

End Drop/Add period: 19 August
Mid-term deadline for withdrawal w/o academic penalty: 8 October
Final Exam:  8 December, 10:30-12:30

Logging in to WebCT Vista
1.  From ABAC’s Home page  http://www.abac.edu
2.  If you do not know your Username for WebCT Vista,
1. Go to Banner Web [link] from ABAC’s Home page
1. Look up you New Student ID [link]
1. Enter the information
1. Continue [Button]
1. Your WebCT Vista ID (username) will be provided
1. Return to ABAC’s home page
3.  WebCT Vista (link)
4.  Login (link
5.  Enter your WebCT ID (username) and Password
	a.  ID/Username:  (See above instructions for obtaining Vista ID from Banner Web)
	b.  Password:  PIN (from Banner web)
5.  OK (button)
6.  Selected Course (course link) You will only have one ENGL 2122 option
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