Most Common Errors

The following are the most common grammar and mechanical errors found in Freshman-level composition papers.

Less Serious Correctness and Grammar Errors 



 
SP 
incorrect spelling



RED 
unnecessary repetition 

PNCT punctuation error/misuse

WC 
word choice error
CAP 
incorrect use of capital letters
MW 
missing word 
MM 
misplaced or dangling modifier
UR 
pronoun antecedent unclear

DW 
delete unnecessary word

PAR 
lack of parallelism

POV 
improper/inappropriate use of 1st 

or 2nd person

Major Errors 

FRAG sentence fragment


FS 
fused/run on sentence


CS 
comma splice



SV 
subject-verb disagreement

PA 
pronoun-antecedent mismatch
VF 
incorrect form of the verb

TNS 
unnecessary shift in verb tense
FP
faulty predication
MC
mixed construction


UNCLEAR
  the sentence doesn’t

PS
misused part of speech


make sense as written
NOTE: more than two occurrences of a minor error will be counted as major errors for the third and subsequent occurrences

These errors can be avoided by careful revision, editing, and proofreading. Ask others to read your work to help you catch errors that you overlook. Attention to detail in the revising and editing stage will catch nearly all of these errors. One or two occurrences can be attributed to editing slip-ups. A series of the same type of error suggests a pattern that probably means a lack of understanding of a particular grammar rule.

