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ENGL 1101: English Composition I

Pre-Writing/Invention Writing 
Information Handout

Once you know the basics about your writing assignment, it is time NOT to write. Rather than sitting down and writing out a draft of the paper, you should explore what it is you want, even need, to say.

Before starting pre-writing/invention, you should be sure to know the following:

· the task - what are you writing about and your purpose in writing about the subject

· the audience - who is going to be interested in what you are going to say and how you want to address them

· the limits - how long the paper is required to be and how much time you have

NOW, you can start the invention process. Write it all down: subject, purpose, audience, and limits. Good, now you don't have to rely on your memory for everything.

Invention writing serves two functions: 1) cataloging what you do and do not know, and 2) giving initial structure and organization to your ideas. Write this stuff down, too. Further, it has two broad types of strategies. These are: Mapping and Discovery.

· Mapping - provides a physical grouping together of ideas – particularly useful when the writer knows or has found out quite a bit about the subject and wants to see relationships between ideas
· Clustering - reveals linkages between current knowledge and groups related ideas together for further analysis, also provides a rough overview of areas that may need further research and development (an example will be discussed in class)

· Listing - an expanding form of a common list that expands each list into other lists of related ideas for further analysis
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· Outlining - serves to explore and organize current knowledge as well as identify areas needing further research and or analysis

· Scratch/Rough - a basic skeleton of the ideas to be presented in the order they are to be presented in the final project

· Formal - uses numbered and lettered headings (either topics and sub-topics or full sentences) to organize ideas to be presented in a final project

· Discovery - focuses on discovering what is known and what needs to be found out, also serves to ensure a subject is thoroughly explored – very useful when the writer is unsure of the topic – also helps to “fill in the blanks” to be sure the topic is addressed thoroughly and completely
· Cubing - approaches a subject from six perspectives (like a cube has six sides): 

1) Describe 

2) Compare 

3) Connect (associate with other ideas) 

4) Analyze (break it down and put it back together - what makes it tick, where did it start, etc.) 

5) Apply (what does it do, how does it fit in, what use is it, etc.)

6) Argue (what can you say good and bad about it).

· Dialoguing - create a rapid-fire dialogue between two people discussing the subject to explore what you know and search for possible opposing viewpoints, focus points, etc.

· Dramatizing - Looks at the topic in terms of dramatic action using a basic five point analysis to explore human behavior

1) Action - what happens

2) Actor - who is involved

3) Setting - situation including time, place, and historical background

4) Motive - what is the purpose or reason for the action

5) Method - how did the action occur

· Journaling - a focused journal that records any stray thoughts that come through concerning the subject

· Looping - a structured and timed free-writing, stream-of-consciousness exercise that helps focus the many stray thoughts that pop up when thinking about a subject

· Questioning - also called the six W's: Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How 
In addition to giving permanence to the writer’s process, allowing focused thinking and exploration of a topic, and providing an initial plan for the drafting stage, using a combination of these two types of pre-writing/invention strategies can be very useful when a writer is struggling to work with a topic or is experiencing “writer’s block.” The key to any pre-writing or invention strategy is to record your ideas in writing whether in rough “note-taking” form or in a more formal manner. Either way, these techniques can help you overcome many of the initial difficulties in drafting a paper – but only if you do them BEFORE you start drafting. Then again, since the process of writing is essentially fluid, and not linear, you may find that you return to these strategies at various stages of the writing process for any particular project.
