
ABRAHAM BALDWIN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 
Tifton, Georgia 

 

HORT 2270:  WOODY ORNAMENTAL PLANT IDENTIFICATION 
   (3 credit hours) 

 
SEMESTER:  Fall 2009    DAYS:  See schedule 
 
INSTRUCTOR: Lorie M. Felton, Associate Professor of Environmental Horticulture 

OFFICE: EHT 133  
   PHONE: 229-391-4798  E-MAIL:  lfelton@abac.edu 
 
TEXTBOOK:  A Field Guide to Woody Landscape Plants of the Southeast.  Rex Bishop. 
   ISBN 0-725343 (required).  Supplement is optional. 
 
SUPPLIES:  Pen/pencil; Clipboard (clear); Two - 3-ring binders; paper for copying PPT or 

sufficient money on Gold Card to use copier; access to a 35-mm camera or digital 
camera, minimum of 24-exposure film and appropriate photograph processing 
fees.  Plant Study Sheets will be provided at a nominal fee through the 
Horticulture Agency Fund (Required for 100 points). 

 
DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to familiarize students with the identification of woody 
ornamental plants commonly used in the green industry of the southeastern United States.  Plant 
nomenclature, plant morphology, plant taxonomy, cultural practices and landscape values will be 
discussed.  Plants commonly used in the southeast will be identified.  This course only scratches the 
surface of the vast amount of plant materials available on the market.  It is the hopes of the professor 
to give an overview of the ornamental plants of the southeastern United States. 
 
EXPECTED OUTCOMES: Upon completion of Woody Plant Identification the students will: 
 
1.  Identify basic morphological characteristics of ornamental woody plants. 
2.  Identify woody ornamental plants commonly used in southeastern landscapes. 
3.  Write the botanical names and common names of woody ornamental plants that they have identified. 
4.  Categorize woody ornamental plants as to their habit of growth. 
5.  Explain the landscape uses of ornamental plants. 
6.  List ornamental plants used in the landscape that have significant flowering/ fruiting or foliage habits of growth. 
7.  Give examples of woody ornamental plants that meet certain cultural requirements. 
8.  Identify common ornamental plant pest problems. 
9.  Give examples of propagation methods of ornamental plants. 
10. Compile a photograph manual of a minimum of 40 woody ornamental plants. 

 

OUTLINE: Plant nomenclature, morphology, taxonomy, plant utilization and culture, problem 
diagnosis and corrective procedures.  Primary emphasis of lab and lecture is based upon 
identification of woody trees, shrubs vines and groundcovers. 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Lecture Exams: Written lecture will be administered throughout the semester as identified in 
course calendar.  No make-up exams will be given, except for death in the immediate family, 
serious illness, or at the discretion of the instructor.  Two (2) lecture exams and one (1) final exam are 
worth 100 points each.  Exams will cover material presented in class and require text information.  
See Final Exam schedule on ABAC Home page www.abac.edu. 



 
ID Quizzes: No make-up quizzes will be given.  The lowest score of the 6 scheduled quizzes will 
be dropped.  Each quiz will contain 20 plant specimens to be identified.  Identification quizzes will be 
outdoors with full specimens or indoors with plant samples.  Quizzes are cumulative.  Each quiz is 
valued at 100 points.  Each plant is assigned a value of 5 points.  The points are allocated in the 
following manner: 
 Cornus florida   Flowering Dogwood 
 2 pts.  2pts.   1 pt. 
 
 Ilex  cornuta ‘Dwarf Burford’ Dwarf Burford Holly 
 2 pts.  1 pt.  1pt.   1 pt. 

 
For each misspelling, one point is lost.  Please check spelling before handing in the quiz.  Each word 
in the scientific and common name could be misspelled so be cautious. 
 
The generic name of the scientific name is always capitalized (Cornus) and the specific epithet 
(florida) is lower case.  The variety is written in lower case; however, the cultivar name is capitalized 
and enclosed in single quotation marks (shown above).  For ease of presentation the common name 
is always capitalized (Flowering Dogwood).  
 
Final ID Quiz: No makeup ID final will be given.  Quiz will contain 40 plant specimens and 
scoring will be identical to the weekly plant identification quizzes. 
 
Projects: Students will complete plant study sheets from lecture and other resources for a score 
of 100 points.  Plant study sheets are available from the instructor for a nominal fee of $5.00. 
 
Photographs of 40 woody plants will be completed for a score of 200 points (see photo project 
assignment sheet). 
 
COURSE POINTS: Semester average determined by using the following points: 
   Lecture Exams (2)   200pts. 
   Plant Study Sheet   100 pts.  
   I.D. Quizzes (6)   500 pts 
   I.D. Final    100 pts. 
   Term Photograph Project   200 pts. 
   Final Exam     100 pts. 
      Total  1200 pts. 
 
GRADING: 1080 - 1200 pts....…......A  720 – 839.99 pts... D    
  960 – 1079.99 pts..…....B  Below 600 pts.........F 
  840 – 959.99 pts…..…..C 

A grade of "C" or better is required for all courses with HORT, AENG, AENT, AGRP and 
AGRY prefixes; and ENGL 1101 and MATH 1002. 

 
"The Student Development Center is the official office to provide disability services at ABAC.  If you have a documented disability  that may require assistance, you 

will need to contact the Student Development Center for coordination of your academic accommodations.  The Center is located on the 2nd floor of the J. Lamar 

Branch Student Center.  The phone number is 229-391-5135; fax is 229-391-5136.  You may also visit the website at www.abac.edu/sdc or email at mmartin@abac.edu 

or asims@abac.edu " 

 
ACADEMIC AND CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR POLICIES:  (See web page 
http://www.abac.edu/ag/lfelton/) 
 



 
Calculate Your Grade Worksheet 
 
 
 
HORT 2270  Woody Plant Identification 
 
Enter the number of points received for each of the following: 
 
Lecture Exams 1.________ 
   2.________ 
      Total Exam Points __________ 
 
ID Quizzes  1. ________ 3. _______  
   2. ________ 5. _______ 
   3. ________ 6. _______ 
    Top 6 ID Quizzes Total Points __________ 
 
ID Final Quiz        __________ 
 
Plant Study Sheets       __________ 
 
Plant Photo Project       __________ 
 
Final Lecture Exam       __________ 
 
Add numbers in right column for a Grand Total   __________ 
       

Divide by: 1200 __________% 
      



WOODY PLANT IDENTIFICATION 
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE 

Fall 2009 
Week Day Date Lecture/Lab Topics  

1 T 8-18 Introduction Drop/Add Ends (19
th
) 

R 8-29 Plant Morphology 

2 T 8-25 Plant Morphology / Plant List #1  

R 8-27 Lecture Exam #1 / Plant List #1 

3 T 9-1 Plant List #1 Labor Day 7
st
  

R 9-3 ID Quiz #1- outdoor 

4 T 9-8 Plant List #2 Ag Clubs Social 9
th
 – 

Lake Pavilion 
R 9-10 Plant List #2 

5 T 9-15 Plant List #2 Southern Green/GGIA 
Board Meeting – Tifton 
– 17-18

th
  R 9-17 ID Quiz #2 – indoor / Plant List #3 

6 T 9-22 Plant List #3  

R 9-24 Plant List #3 

7 T 9-29 Plant List #3 Advisement Begins 

 R 10-1 ID Quiz #3 –outdoor 

8 T 10-6 Plant List #4 Ag Golf Classic – 5
th
  

MIDTERM – 8
th
  

Session B begins – 9
th
  R 10-8 Plant List #4 / Uses of Plants 

Lecture Exam #2 – Take-out exam 

9 T 10-13 Plant List #4 Fall Break 19
th
 – 20

th
  

Expo 20
th
 – 22

nd
   

R 10-15 ID Quiz #4 – indoor / Plant List #4 

10 T 10-20 Fall Break – No Classes Pre-reg. begins  

R 10-22 Plant List #4 

11 T 10-27 Plant List #4  

R 10-29 ID Quiz #5 - outdoor 

12 T 11-3 Planting Demonstration  

R 11-5 Plant List #5 

13 T 11-10 Plant List #5  

R 11-12 ID Quiz #6 - indoor 

14 T 11-17 Plant List #5 Ag Clubs Christmas 
Party 

R 11-19 ID Final Review 

15 T 11-24 ID Final Quiz / Plant Photo Project Due by 5:00 pm Holiday – 25
th
 – 27

th
  

R 11-26 Holiday – No Classes 

 
16 

T 12-1 Final Review Last class –7
th
  

R 12-3 Plant Sheets Due by 5:00 pm 

W 12-9 Final Lecture Exam 8:00 
 

Final (8
th
 – 10

th
 ) 

Graduation (11
th
 ) 

 


